
Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting

held on Wednesday 8th November 2023 - Hellifield Village Institute – Main Hall
Attendees: 
Chairman Julian Sleath, Councillors Barry Hills and Wayne Harding. 
Clerk Julie Sleath. Five members of the public.
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 13 Sept 2023 were approved and signed.

2. Apologies received from PCSO Jayne Grace and District Councillor Simon Myers
3. To record members’ interests: no members interests reported
4. Public Participation: 
Member of the public, Liz Dolan, raised concerns re the planning application at item 11c below (fences at number 8 Coppice Lane). Objections have been raised by residents onto the NYC Planning portal due to the impact on parking and access to nearby properties.  Also issues with electric lead going across the public pavement to charge a vehicle at the same property.

Cllr Sleath confirmed that HPC have no authority over planning and do not generally become involved in issues between neighbours. An application has been made to the Planning Department, which is a statutory body, look at the pros and cons of each application and make their decision on whether approval can be granted (this decision is currently awaited). Cllr Sleath confirmed apologies that HPC cannot assist, as they do not wish to be seen to take sides in what is effectively a neighbour dispute. If evidence is provided to HPC, HPC can report the electric cable being run across the pavement to the appropriate authority with request for action.
5. Council Matters 

· Angela Pedley has resigned as a Councillor; 
· Christmas Event at 6:30pm on the 1st of December is always very well attended. It would be useful for Councillors to be on hand to assist with lights switch on and keeping a general eye on things.
· Report to NYC re environmental issue with waste near Mart Farm 
6. Village Matters 
a) i) Report of antisocial behaviour on 31/10 against an elderly couple. Action proposed to forward to PCSO Jayne Grace by Chairman Sleath, seconded by Cllr Harding and all voted in favour.

ii) Report regarding damage to allotment, dealt with at the time. No further action required. 

iii) report of scrap man stealing property to police. Request update on action from PCSO Grace.

b)  PCSO Grace supplied a report covering (last month:  22 incidents reported from 10 Sept to 4 Nov incl: Road related offence (manner of driving and no tax/MOT);Highway Disruption x 2 (temp lights not working and debris in road); Suspect circumstances x 4; Concerns for welfare x 5; 1 x antisocial behaviour; I x neighbour dispute re parking on property (police have no power to deal with this); 1 x road traffic incident; 1 x theft of alloy wheels; 1 x insecure load on mini digger; 1 x attempted vehicle theft; 1 x animal concern (dog on dog attack).
c) List of actions by Clerk from September’s meeting read out. To be supplied by email to Councillors 
d) HPC Meeting Dates for 2024 pre-circulated. Proposed for agreement by Cllr Hills and seconded by Cllr Harding. All voted in favour. Room bookings to complete on following dates: 
· Wednesday 17th January 7:30pm

· Wednesday 13 March 7:30pm

· Wednesday 29 May 7:30pm (immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7:00pm)

· Wednesday 24 July 7:30pm

· Wednesday 11 September 7:30pm

· Wednesday 13 November 7:30pm

e) Playgrounds: Thorndale - Quote for replacement equipment received from Playdale at nearly £3000. Cllrs Harding and Hills will review remaining chains and ascertain whether these can be replaced with purchases limited to new anchor points. Station Road – need quote from a fabricator to replace the damaged top of the slide area. Cllr Hills and Harding will review and attempt to repair, or report back if unable to do so.
7. Report from District Councillor Simon Myers provided and read to the meeting by Chairman Sleath (Cllr Myers was attending a meeting in London). A request for HPC to supply details of the amount needed from Cllr Myers locality budget towards the new VAS system. Hope that data from our system and that of Gargrave’s system can be used to make long term measures in addressing A65 traffic. Cllr Myers has chased Director of Finance regarding the Section 106 monies and will report back. Craven Museum has won a national award as the ‘most family-friendly museum in the UK’.  Housing Strategy and Allocations Policy is out to consultation which will be working to address the waiting list of 8500 people. Children’s Social Care Services (NYC) has been awarded an ‘outstanding ‘rating by Ofsted. Cllr Myers is still pressing for investment in the Hellifield/Manchester Rail link and has got the MP and one of the Mayoral candidates on board. This could lead to an opportunity to resolve the Road to Nowhere, car parking issues and alleviating problems for Station Road residents. 
8. Correspondence: 
8.1 Correspondence from Darren Griffiths NYC re VAS deployment schedule awaited. Clerk to finalise with confirmation that the signs will be rotated between the two posts every 3 to 6 months.
8.2 Correspondence from Paul Emsley re quote for VAS fixtures and discussion regarding funding. Cllr Myers has offered to support this with his locality budget. Once funding is in place and agreements signed by NYC and CSW Group and HPC, it was proposed by Chairman Sleath that the matter be progressed. This was seconded by Cllr Hills and approved by all. 
9. Street Lighting: Light outside the GP Surgery repaired.
10. Highways:  Pedestrian Crossing Lights on Main Street in centre of village – now fixed
11. Planning items: 4 items, 1 already approved, and one (c below) highly disputed by neighbours as detailed above
a. Application Number: ZA23/25324/HH Proposal: Single story rear extension and decking area. Installation of additional access ramps. Location: 81 Station Road, Hellifield, BD23 4HP, Date Valid: 12th September 2023
b. Application No: ZA23/25148/HH Planning Approved Date Valid: 3rd July 2023 for Replacement of existing double garage with larger storage/home office building. Location: Littledale Croft, Malham Road, Hellifield, BD23 4JH,
c. Application Number: ZA23/25399/HH Proposal: Replacement fences and gated ingress/egress to the west garden boundary. Location: 8 Coppice Lane, Hellifield BD23 4JW, Date: 9th October 
d. Application Number: ZA23/25454/FUL Proposal: Change of use of two first floor office units (Use Class E) to form a one bedroom apartment (Use Class C3) Location: Craven House, Craven Terrace, Main Road, Hellifield BD23 4EP, , Date Valid: 24th October 2023
12. Finance - 

a) Payments and receipts schedules for September and October 2023 approved and signed.
b) To approve and complete application to Lloyds Bank for authority to obtain a Business Debit Card for authorised users, subject to Business Debit Card Ts and Cs (due to complexity postponed to 2024)
c)    Chairman Sleath proposed that Allotment rents remain the same and not be increased for 2024. Seconded by Cllr Harding and all voted in favour

d) Draft of proposed precept for 2024/2025 had been circulated before the meeting. HPC are proposing to subsidise the precept by in the region of £3600 from HPC surplus/reserves to keep the precept within a reasonable level and have less impact on resident’s rates. The proposal is to request £27136.88, an increase of 5.9% on 2023/24. Cllr Hills requested a reduction in the proposed allowance for Tree works of £400 as not an annual requirement; however a further £100 would need to be allowed for allotments to cover hedge trimming. Subject to the mentioned amendments the proposed precept was agreed. A final version will be calculated and circulated prior to submission to NYC before the year end.

13. To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. 
No items received 
The meeting concluded at:  21:15 hours
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 17th January 2024 at 7:30pm
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council – Nov 2023
Finances as at 30 September 2023
Current Statements

	Lloyds TSB Account
	£20104.67 30 September 2023 


	

	Skipton Building Society
	£21,143.57 as at 1st NOV 2022
	

	Receipts 
	£12812.50 NYC Precept Part 2

£10.00 Allotment plot 10b

£15.00 Allotment plot 12

£750.00 VAS fund
	
	

	Sept PAYMENTS BY BANK TRANSFER

	Details
	Amount
	Payee
	Payment Method

	Village Maintenance –   September
	£250.70
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Administration –  September
	£588.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Income tax for  September
	£209.80
	HMRC
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Wayleave for path at top of Haw Grove
	£100.00
	P Richardson
	BANK TRANSFER

	Padlock / Plastic (signage) for Station Rd
	£82.00
	Settle DIY
	BANK TRANSFER

	Petrol for Mower (paid 13/9) (Sainsburys)
	£24.39
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Compost for Barnes Garden (Twin Locks)
	£5.99
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Sweets for Santa at Christmas (Morrisons)
	£12.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	External Audit fee
	£252.00
	PKP Littlejohn LLP
	BANK TRANSFER

	TOTAL 
	£1524.88
	(Cowgills to next month)


All payments are inclusive of VAT.
Finances as at 31 October 2023
Current Statements

	Lloyds TSB Account
	£18604.18 31 October 2023 


	

	Skipton Building Society
	£21,143.57 as at 1st NOV 2022
	

	Receipts 
	none


	
	

	OCTOBER PAYMENTS BY BANK TRANSFER

	Details
	Amount
	Payee
	Payment Method

	Village Maintenance –   October
	£264.00
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Administration –   October
	£588.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Income tax for  September
	£213.00
	HMRC
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Grass Cutting  -  September
	£927.10
	J C Cowgill
	BANK TRANSFER

	Grass Cutting  -  October
	£490.55
	J C Cowgill
	BANK TRANSFER

	Clerk’s Mobile Phone top up (3 months)
	£30.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Plants for Village planters
	£26.00
	Courtyard Potting Shed
	BANK TRANSFER

	TOTAL 
	£2538.65
	


All payments are inclusive of VAT

